[An elderly hemodialytic case of recurrent esophageal cancer given combination chemotherapy with docetaxel and nedaplatin who showed temporal relief of swallowing disturbance].
An 82-year-old man was admitted for recurrent and unresectable esophageal cancer. His performance status was grade 2, although he was on hemodialysis due to chronic renal failure since 2003. Esophagogastroduodenoscopy revealed stenosis of esophagus by the recurrent tumor. After percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy, he received biweekly combination chemotherapy with docetaxel (18 mg/m(2)) and nedaplatin (16 mg/m(2)). Hemodialysis was carried out one hour after termination of nedaplatin infusion. As severe adverse reactions due to anticancer-chemotherapy were not encountered, he could receive four courses of chemotherapy in our outpatient clinic. Difficulty in swallowing improved after the second course was finished. Finally, he died of acute myocardial infarction. In conclusion, combination chemotherapy with docetaxel and nedaplatin can be safely carried out for a patient with recurrent and unresectable esophageal cancer even on hemodialysis by appropriate down-dosing of anticancer agents.